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Moon Mouse: A Space Odyssey
Creating characters through depiction
and creative movement

Introduction

Each Lightwire Theatre performance is a unique interpretation of a story told without words through
glow-in-the-dark puppets. Here is a preview of Moon Mouse:

How do you think the puppets in the video are created? Discuss with a partner how you think the
puppets are created. Did you know? The puppet characters are made from frames covered with black
cloth and lined in electroluminescent wire. The dancers wear black to remain invisible. The puppet
characters are defined by the colourful, lit-up wires that outline and make visible only certain features
such as eyes, ears, legs, arms, or tails. The dancers move creatively to bring their puppets to life.



Classroom Discussion:

The artists had to make many choices about their
puppets’ visual appearances when creating each
character of Moon Mouse, such as:

What colours should they be?
What shape?

Do they have a tail?

These traits relate to the roles the puppets play,
and influence how the audience feels about them.
If you were in an audience, how would these traits
make you feel about different characters?
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Depicting Alien
Characters through Art:

Activity 1: Drawing

Draw a picture of three different aliens. Use
different colours, sizes, features, and shapes to
give each one a unique look, mood, and character.

Activity 2: Alien Paper Plate Masks
Supplies per student:

+ A large plain paper plate

+ Awooden craft stick

+ Pipe cleaners

« Different colours of construction paper
+ A glue stick

e Tape

« Scissors

Steps:

1. Cut two eyes in the plate.

2. Tape the craft stick on the back of the plate in
the position of a neck (to be a handle.)

3. Cut out different sized and shaped triangles,
circles, ovals, squares, and rectangles from the
coloured paper.

4., Experiment with how to combine the different
shapes on the front of your mask to create aspects
of your alien’s face. How many eyes and noses
does it have? How do the different shapes and
arrangements affect the character of the face?

5. Glue the paper cut-outs on the mask to
complete your alien’s face.

6. Arrange pipe cleaners around the edge or on front
of the plate as ears, hair, antennas, or other features.
Poke holes in the mask to thread through the pipe
cleaners and tape them against the backside.

MOON MOUSE: A SPACE ODYSSEY
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Classroom Activity: Creative
Improvisation for Character

Development

Each student should start building their USING MUSIC: To help students with character
characters physically during the following development and to take on an environment, we
classroom discussion. Imagine you are an actor suggest playing some out-of-this-world music!
and dancer and you have to bring one of your Jupiter from Gustav Holst’s The Planets or music
aliens created above to life. What kinds of things from John Williams’ Star Wars soundtracks are
would it be helpful to know about your alien in excellent options.

order to make them believable?

+ Isit close to the ground or high in the sky?

« How old it is? (Does its age affect how it moves?)
« How does it see?

« What does it eat?

« How does it behave around other creatures? @

In partners, brainstorm 10 more things that would
be helpful to know in order to bring your alien

to life through movement. How does each thing
apply to your alien? Embody these characteristics
by moving the way your alien would move. Next,
start interacting with each other. How does your
alien respond to meeting others?
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